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Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Urban  District  Council 


Health  Offices, 

Johnson  House, 

Burley  Road, 

Sittingbourne,  Kent. 

December,  1951. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  the  absence  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Colonel 
W.  H.  Crichton,  who  has  been  granted  leave  of  absence  for 
temporary  service  with  the  United  Nations  Forces  in  Korea,  I  have 
the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1950  on  the  Health 
of  your  District. 

The  Birth  Rate  at  15.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  has  again 
fallen  from  the  high  rates  of  the  immediate  post-war  years  and  is 
now  more  in  line  with  those  of  pre-war  years.  When  adjusted  (as 
explained  under  the  Section  dealing  with  vital  statistics)  for  age 
and  sex  distribution  to  15.5  per  1,000  the  local  rate  is  only  slightly 
below  that  of  England  and  Wales,  namely  15.8  per  thousand. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  at  10.2  per  1,000  of  the  population 
shows  a  reduction  from  the  rate  of  12.2  per  1,000  for  1949  and 
shares  with  1948  the  position  of  lowest  death  rate  for  the  past  five 
years.  This  rate,  when  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  to 
9.3  per  1,000  of  the  population,  compares  very  favourably  with  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales,  namely  11.6  per  1,000. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  at  23  per  1,000  total  births  also 
shows  a  very  welcome  reduction  from  the  rate  of  37.4  in  the  pre¬ 
vious  year.  With  the  exception  of  the  year  1948,  when  the  rate  was 
22  per  1,000  the  rate  for  1950  is  the  lowest  during  the  past  five 
years. 

With  regard  to  Infectious  Disease  the  year  1950  was  marked 
by  the  high  incidence  of  cases  of  Measles,  especially  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year.  Fortunately  the  disease  was  generally  mild  in 
type.  The  number  of  cases  notified  was,  however,  the  highest  since 
1941.  There  was  also  a  small  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough.  The  year  1950  was  the  third  consecutive  year 
during  which  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  If  this  freedom 
from  Diphtheria  is  to  be  maintained,  however,  more  parents  must 
take  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered  for  the  protection  of  their 
children  against  this  disease.  It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of 
1950  only  55.7%  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  had  been 
immunised. 
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Though  the  number  of  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  received 
during  1950  showed  little  variation  from  the  increased  figures  of 
the  post-war  years,  the  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  this 
disease  fell  to  the  remarkably  low  figures  of  only  one  due  to  Pul¬ 
monary  Tuberculosis  and  one  due  to  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 
These  figures  must  be  a  record  for  the  District. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  new  Bye  Laws  regarding 
“  Food  Handling,”  the  question  of  Food  Hygiene  has  been  further 
pursued  during  the  year  and  the  response  has  been  encouraging. 
Unsatisfactory  bacteriological  reports  on  milk  samples  fell  from 
21%  in  1949  to  10%  in  1950  and  85%  of  samples  of  ice  cream 
attained  Grades  I  and  II  compared  with  58.5%  in  1949  and  41.1% 
in  1948. 

The  conditions  at  the  Slaughterhouse  remain,  however,  very 
unsatisfactory.  The  premises  are  much  too  small  and  badly  laid 
out  to  cope  with  the  number  of  animals  dealt  with.  Further,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  proper  hanging  accommodation,  meat  inspection  has 
to  be  carried  out  under  exceptional  difficulties.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  decision  regarding  Slaughterhouse 
accommodation  will  be  expedited. 

Housing  still  remains  a  major  problem.  There  is  not  only  the 
problem  of  accommodation  for  those  who  have  no  homes  of  their 
own,  but  there  is  also  the  problem  of  accommodation  for  those  still 
living  in  premises  which  in  normal  times  would  have  been  con¬ 
demned.  Many  of  these  houses  are  quite  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  a  programme  for  their  elimination,  and  the  rehousing  of  the 
tenants,  over  a  period  of  years  should  be  formulated  as  early  as 
possible. 

In  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Department  I  am  greatly 
indebted  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  ever  cheerful 
and  helpful  assistance  and  especially  am  I  indebted  to  Mr.  Leslie, 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  despite  his  manifold  duties  can 
always  find  time  to  help  in  solving  problems. 

I  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  members  of  the 
Council  for  their  encouragement  and  kindly  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Section  I 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1.  Climatology 

The  year  as  a  whole  was  a  rainy  one,  the  total  rainfall  for  the 
year  being  27.20  inches.  During  the  period  from  May  to  September 
inclusive  9.86  inches  were  recorded  as  against  5.37  inches  in  1949. 
The  “  dry  ”  month  of  the  year  was  October,  only  .20  inches  com¬ 
pared  with  6.86  in  the  preceding  year.  Monthly  rainfall  readings 
are  shown  in  Appendix  I. 

2  Area  in  Acres 

Land  and  Inland  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,935 

No  change. 

3.  Population 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  for  1950,  as  given  by  the 
Registrar  General,  was  22,340,  an  increase  of  190  over  that  of  the 
preceding  year. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note,  however,  that  the  census  taken  in 
April,  1951,  shows  the  count  of  population  for  Sittingbourne  and 
Milton  to  be  only  21,904,  an  increase  of  1,727,  or  8.6%,  on  the 
previous  census  figure  of  20,177  taken  in  1931. 

4.  Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1950  was  6,493, 
an  increase  of  62  on  the  preceding  year. 

5.  Rateable  Value 

The  rateable  value  has  risen  to  £152,700  as  compared  with 
£131,540  in  1949. 

6.  Sum  Representing  Penny  Rate 

The  sum  representing  the  penny  rate  is  £598  10s.  0d.,  as 
compared  with  £523  7s.  8d.  in  1949. 


Section  II 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  crude  Birth  and  Death  Rates  are  based  on  local  population. 
Corrected  rates  are  arrived  at  by  multiplying  the  local  rate  by  what 
are  known  as  comparability  factors  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General,  and  this  has  the  effect  of  adjusting  the  local  rates  to  rates 
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which  would  have  occurred  had  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
local  population  been  the  same  as  that  of  England  and  Wales  as 
a  whole.  This  enables  a  truer  comparison  to  be  made  not  only  with 
the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  but  with  other  areas  where  the 
crude  rate  has  been  similarly  adjusted.  The  effect  of  this  is  that 
though  the  crude  rates  in  a  static  or  semi-static  population  are  use¬ 
ful  indices  for  showing  increases  or  decreases  in  Birth  and  Death 
Rates  over  a  series  of  years,  the  corrected  rates  are  those  to  be 
taken  for  comparison  either  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole 
or  with  other  areas  similarly  adjusted. 

1.  Births 

The  number  of  births  again  show  a  decline  in  relation  to 
preceding  years — 343  in  1950  as  against  374  in  1949,  397  in  1948 
and  532  in  1947. 

(a)  Live  Births 

Males  Females  Totals 
Legitimate  ...  154  (178)  174  (177)  328  (355)* 

Illegitimate  ...  6  (11)  9  (8)  15  (19) 


Totals  ...  160  (189)  183  (185)  343  (374) 


The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  4.5%  as  against 
5.3%  in  1949,  3.1%  in  1948,  and  4.5%  in  1947. 

(b)  Birth  Rate 

The  crude  birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  has  again 
fallen  to  15.3  as  against  16.8  in  1949,  17.8  in  1948  and  24.4  in 
1947.  This  is  a  considerable  drop  in  comparison  with  the  figure 
for  1947,  being  a  fall  of  9.1  per  1,000. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  is  15.5  which  is  only  slightly  lower 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  i.e.  15.8  per  thousand. 

(c)  Still-Births 

Seven  still-births  occurred  during  the  year.  This  is  the  same 
as  for  both  1949  and  1948.  The  number  recorded  in  1947  was  15. 
The  percentage  of  still-births  to  live  births  shows  a  slight  upward 
trend — 2.0%  as  against  1.8%  in  1949,  1.7%  in  1948  and  2.8%  in 
1947.  One  still-birth  (male)  was  illegitimate. 

2.  Deaths 

(a)  The  same  number  of  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  as  in 
1948 — 228  as  against  271  in  1949  and  248  in  1947.  Of  these,  120 
were  males  and  108  were  females.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
previous  years  were  152-119  in  1949,  135-93  in  1948  and  127-121 
in  1947.  The  average  age  at  death  was  68.1  for  males  and  74.7  for 
females. 


Footnote. — *Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(b)  Death  Rate 

The  crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population 
was  10.2  as  compared  with  12.2  in  1949,  10.2  in  1948  and  11.5  in 
1947. 

The  corrected  death  rate  was  9.3,  which  compares  very 
favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole,  i.e., 
1 1 .6  per  thousand. 

(c)  The  causes  of  death  are  set  out  in  Table  I  below,  as 
received  from  the  Registrar  General,  and  classified  under  36  head¬ 
ings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International  Statistical 
Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death,  1948. 


TABLE  I 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

3 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

1 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  ... 

6 

— 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

— 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

neoplasms 

13 

4 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

2 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

18 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

8 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

3 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  ... 

26 

36 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

4 

22.  Influenza 

2 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

7 

1 

24.  Bronchitis 

4 

2 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

2 

— 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

— 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  and  prostate 

1 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

— 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

14 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

— 

— 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

35.  Suicide 

1 

— 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

" 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

120 

108 
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(d)  Comment 

The  classification  of  the  causes  of  death  given  in  Table  I  above 
is  slightly  different  from  the  classification  used  in  similar  Tables 
in  previous  years.  It  has  not  been  possible,  therefore,  to  enter  the 
corresponding  figures  for  1949.  Examination  of  the  details  of 
causes  of  death,  however,  show  that  in  1950  there  was  a  consider¬ 
able  drop  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis, 
there  being  only  1  death  during  that  year  in  comparison  with  10 
in  1949. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  and  other  Malignant 
Diseases  remains  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year,  i.e. 
33  as  compared  with  32  irfc  1949. 

The  figure  of  4  deaths  shown  as  having  been  due  to  Syphilitic 
disease  during  1950  does  not  necessarily  mean  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  deaths  due  to  Syphilis,  but  results  from  the  fact 
that  under  the  new  classification  certain  sequelae  of  Syphilis  mainly 
as  affecting  the  circulatory  system  are  now  classified  under  Syphilis 
and  not  as  previously  as  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

During  the  year  there  was  one  maternal  death.  The  patient 
died  in  hospital  from  pulmonary  embolism. 

3.  Infant  Mortality 

(a)  The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old 
recorded  during  1950  was  8.  This  is  very  satisfactory,  being  a 
50%  reduction  in  comparison  with  1949,  and  reduces  the  Infant 
Mortality  rate  to  23  per  thousand  as  compared  with  37.4  in  the 
preceding  year. 

Of  the  8  deaths  recorded,  however,  7  occurred  in  infants  under 
four  weeks  old.  This  stresses  the  great  importance  of  the  need  for 
not  only  an  efficient  midwifery  service  but  of  good  ante-natal  care. 

(b)  The  detailed  causes  of  death  among  infants  were  as 
follows  : — 


TABLE  II 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

T— 

Females 

Accidental  Asphyxiation  ... 

— 

1 

(11  days) 

Prematurity 

— 

6 

(30  mins.,  35  mins.,  8  hours,  9  hours, 

2  days  and  1  week) 

Broncho-Pneumonia  (8  months)  ... 

1 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

1 

7 

10 


(c)  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
29.8  as  compared  with  32  per  thousand  in  1949. 

4  Natural  Increase  in  Population 

The  natural  increase  in  population,  i.e.  the  excess  of  births 
over  deaths  for  the  year  was  115,  as  compared  with  103  in  1949 
and  169  in  1948.  It  will  be  noted  (vide  “Population”)  that  the 
Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  of  population  for  1950 
showed  an  increase  of  190  over  the  preceding  year,  but  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Census  carried  out  in  April,  1951,  the  population  at  that 
date  was  21,904,  or  436  fewer  than  the  mid- 1950  estimate. 
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Section  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

1.  Notifiable  Diseases — Incidence 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified,  number  of  cases  admitted 
to  isolation  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  disease  as 
shown  in  the  Registrar  General’s  classification  of  deaths,  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


TABLE  III 


Disease 

No.  of 
Cases 

Admissions 
to  Hospital 
or 

Sanatorium 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Poliomyelitis 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

37  (  49)* 

1  (  -) 
544  (222) 

86  (  63) 

1  (  6) 

8  (  7) 

-  (  1) 

—  (  1) 

3  (  2) 

2  (  — ) 

18  (  20) 

6  (  3) 

24  (  30) 

1  (  — ) 

-  (  — ) 

2  (  1) 

1  (  ~) 

5  (  3) 

-  (  1) 

—  (  — ) 

2  (  1) 

2  (  -) 

5  (  7) 

2  (  2) 

-  (  -) 

-  (  — ) 

-  (  -) 

—  (  -) 

8  (  14) 

-  (  -) 

-  (  — ) 

-  (  ~) 

-  (  — ) 

-  (  -) 

1  (  10) 

1  (  2) 

TOTALS  ... 

706  (374) 

44  (  45) 

10  (  26) 

(b)  The  distribution  by  age  group  of  the  cases  notified  is 
shown  in  Table  IV,  thus  : — 


TABLE  IV. 

Age  Groups  of  Cases  Notified 


Under 

1  Year 

CO 

l 

1 

m 

o 

▼— H 

1 

wo 

■ 

o 

<N 

i 

<"  ■  i 

25  -  35 

35-45 

o 

1 

60  and 
over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

12 

18 

2 

2 

37 

Measles 

17 

93 

171 

245 

8 

5 

5 

— 

_ 

544 

Whooping  Cough . 

21 

28 

35 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

86 

Pneumonia 

_ 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

5 

8 

Food  Poisoning 

__ 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Tuberculosis  : — 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

1 

Pulmonary 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

5 

2 

1 

18 

Non-Pulmonary 

— 

- 

1 

- 

1 

3 

— 

1 

6 

TOTALS  . 

17 

118 

215 

298 

12 

' 

.8 

7 

9 

4 

8 

706 

Footnote. — ^Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(c)  Table  V  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  the  infectious 
diseases  notified  each  year  during  the  past  10  years. 


TABLE  V. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RECEIVED  DURING 
THE  UNDERMENTIONED  TEN  YEARS 


Disease 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever 

54 

95 

168 

46 

47 

49 

24 

18 

49 

37 

Diphtheria 

12 

4 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

959 

7 

476 

10 

364 

114 

75 

438 

222 

544 

Whooping  Cough 

33 

101 

6 

119 

53 

36 

33 

188 

63 

86 

Food  Poisoning 

— - 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— 

28 

15 

2 

3 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— • 

4 

— 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

1 

7 

6 

8 

4 

4 

4 

3 

7 

8 

Pneumonia 

2 

3 

14 

6 

3 

4 

1 

3 

6 

1 

Typhus  Fever 
Typhoid  &  Para- 

Typhoid  Fever 

« 

i 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Ophthalmia 

1  3 
l  J 

3 

3 

3 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Neonatorum 

— 

1 

2 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

Encephalitis 

11 

1 

■ 

' 

■ 

4 

— 

2 

Lethargica 
Cerebro  Spinal 

1 

Fever 

8 

3 

8 

1 

3 

6 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- — • 

— 

(d)  Comment 

Compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  most  noticeable  feature 
was  the  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Measles.  These  mainly 
occurred  during  the  months  of  April  and  May,  but  generally  the 
type  was  reasonably  mild.,  no  cases  requiring  hospital  isolation, 
and  there  were  no  deaths. 

There  was  also  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
Whooping  Cough  notified,  the  majority  being  in  November  and 
December. 

The  three  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  were  all  isolated 
cases,  one  occurring  in  the  first  quarter,  one  in  the  second  and  one 
in  the  third  quarters  of  the  year.  In  only  one  case  was  the  diagnosis 
confirmed  bacteriologically.  All  were  very  mild. 

From  Table  V  it  is  pleasing  to  note  the  gradual  decline  during 
the  last  ten  years  in  cases  of  Diphtheria,  due  undoubtedly  to  the 
continued  progress  of  the  immunisation  campaign. 

2.  Tuberculosis 

Eighteen  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  and  6  cases  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  1949  were  20  and  3. 
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These  figures  show  little  variation  from  the  increased  numbers 
that  have  been  notified  since  the  war  years. 

During  1950,  however,  there  was  a  remarkable  decrease  in 
the  number  of  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  Tuberculosis.  During  the 
year  there  was  only  one  death  from  Pulmonary  disease  and  one 
from  Non-Pulmonary  disease,  giving  the  very  low  Tuberculosis 
death  rate  per  10,000  of  the  population  of  0.4  for  both  the 
Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary  forms  of  the  disease. 

Table  VI  shows  the  number  of  Tuberculosis  cases  notified 
and  number  of  deaths  each  year  since  1941,  and  Table  VII  gives 
a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  during  1950. 


TABLE  VI 


Number  of  T.B.  Cases  Notified  and  number  of  Deaths  each  year — 

1941  to  1950 


No.  of  Primary  Death  Rate  per  10,000 

Notifications  received  Deaths  of  Population 


Non-  Non-  Non- 

Year  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


1941 

9 

3 

7 

1 

3.5 

0.5 

1942 

15 

4 

8 

— 

4.0 

— 

1943 

9 

4 

8 

3 

4.2 

1.5 

1944 

14 

3 

7 

1 

3.7 

0.5 

1945 

22 

2 

7 

1 

3.0 

0.5 

1946 

14 

2 

9 

1 

4.0 

0.4 

1947 

19 

5 

6 

2 

2.8 

0.9 

1948 

19 

6 

8 

1 

3.5 

0.4 

1949 

20 

3 

10 

2 

4.5 

0.9 

1950 

18 

6 

1 

1 

0.4 

0.4 

14 


TABLE  VII 


Summary  of  Tuberculosis  Register 


On  Register  on  1st  Jan.,  1950  ... 
Notified  as  “new”  cases 
Transferred  to  District  ... 

Restored  to  Register  ... 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

no 

18 

29 

6 

2 

139 

24 

2 

TOTALS  ... 

128 

37 

165 

Died 

3 

1 

4* 

Recovered 

2 

3 

5 

Removed  from  District  ... 

4 

1 

5 

Diagnosis  changed 

— 

TOTALS  ... 

9 

5 

14 

Balance  remaining  on  Register 

on  31st  December,  1950  ... 

119 

32 

151 

*This  figure  refers  to  patients  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
who  have  died — not  necessarily  from  Tuberculosis. 


3.  Venereal  Diseases 

The  County  Venereologist  has  once  again  kindly  supplied  the 
number  of  attendances  at  the  V.D.  Clinics  by  patients  from  the 
district.  These  are  as  follows  :  — 


Disease 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Syphilis  .  . 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-Venereal  (Genital  Lesions) 

1  (  2) 

5  (  2) 

7  (  6) 

1  (  2) 

-  (-) 

2  (  5) 

2  (  4)* 

5  (  2) 

9  (11) 

Totals  ... 

13  (10) 

3  (  7) 

. 

16  (17) 

The  above  refer  to  new  cases  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  attendances  was  424  as  against  395  in 
the  preceding  year. 


Footnote — *Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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4.  Vaccinations  and  Immunisations 

(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

From  the  figures  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  it  is  estimated  that  55.7%  of  the  children  aged 
0-4  years  (inclusive),  and  44.2%  of  the  children  aged  5-15  years 
(inclusive)  were  protected  against  Diphtheria  by  immunisation. 
The  total  percentage  of  children  immunised  at  all  ages  under  15 
years  was  48.6%.  This  shows  an  improvement  in  the  percentage 
of  43%  in  1949,  but  is  still  much  smaller  than  the  percentage  in 
1948,  i.e.  95%,  when  an  intensive  campaign  was  carried  out.  If 
the  present  immunity  from  Diphtheria  is  to  continue  more  parents 
must  have  their  children  immunised. 

During  the  year  under  review  307  primary  innoculations  and 
76  reinforcing  innoculations  were  carried  out. 

(b)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

The  returns  received  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  show 
that  201  primary  vaccinations  and  28  re-vaccinations  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  as  against  148  and  14  respectively  in  1949. 
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Section  IV 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 


1.  Personal  Health  Services 

(a)  The  County  Medical  Officer  has  been  good  enough  to 
provide  me  with  a  copy  of  the  Annual  Report  on  the  School  Health 
Services  in  the  district  during  1950,  from  which  the  following  are 
interesting  extracts  : — 


(i)  Number  of  children  inspected 


(Periodic  inspections)  . 

1,008 

(1,009)* 

(ii)  Number  found  requiring  treatment  ... 

153 

(171) 

(iii)  Percentage  . 

15.1% 

(16.9%) 

(iv)  Frequency  of  main  defects  found  : — 

Orthopaedic  defects  . 

38.5% 

(42.8%)* 

Eyes  ...  ... 

21.1% 

(18.8%)* 

Nose  and  throat  ... 

13.5% 

(17.2%)* 

Developmental  (including  hernia) 

4.8% 

(  5.4%)* 

Ears 

7.0% 

(  2.5%)* 

The  figures  show  that  orthopaedic  defects  are  still  very  high 
due,  no  doubt,  to  the  increased  importance  now  given  to  the  effect 
of  these  defects.  Eye  defects  increased  by  almost  3%  over  the 
previous  year.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  ear  defects  have  con¬ 
siderably  increased  during  the  year,  whereas  nose  and  throat  as 
well  as  developmental  defects  have  decreased. 


(b)  The  classification  of  children  inspected  in  accordance 
with  their  general  condition  is  as  follows  : — 


Number  A  B  C 

Inspected  (Good)  (Fair)  (Poor) 


Entrants  .  200  44.5%  (45.5%)  53.0%  (52.9%) 

Second  Age  Group  340  39.4%  (36.6%)  58.2%  (59.7%) 

Third  Age  Group  219  42.5%  (37.7%)  53.9%  (58.4%) 

Other  Periodic 

Inspections  ...  249  41.8%  (44.0%)  55.8%  (54.9%) 


2.5%  (1.6%)* 
2.4%  (3.7%) 
3.6%  (3.9%) 

2.4%  (1.1%) 


1008  41.7%  (40.2%)  55.6%  (56.9%)  2.7%  (2.9%) 


(c)  In  the  minor  ailment  Clinics  the  majority  of  conditions 
treated  were  minor  injuries  56.2%  (57.3%),  followed  by  skin  con¬ 
ditions  20.2%  (22%),  eye  diseases  14.1%  (8%)  and  ear:  conditions 
6.4%  (12.7%). 

It  will  be  noted  that  eye  diseases  have  increased  by  almost 
100%  whereas  the  ear  conditions  have  decreased  by  almost  the 
same  percentage. 

Footnote— ^Figures  in  brackets  relate*  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(d)  Dental  inspections  and  treatment  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  inspected  by  Dental  Officers 

1,017 

(1,087) 

Number  found  requiring  treatment  .. 

374 

(671) 

Percentage  . 

36.7% 

(61.7%) 

Number  actually  treated 

346 

(453) 

Percentage  . 

34.0% 

(67.5%) 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  note  that  although  the  number  in¬ 
spected  by  Dental  Officers  during  the  year  is  almost  the  same  as 
for  1949,  the  number  actually  found  requiring  treatment  has 
decreased  by  no  less  than  297,  or  44.2%. 


2.  Infestation  with  Vermin 

The  following  information  on  examinations  and  treatments 
in  connection  with  infestation  with  vermin  in  this  area  have  been 
supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2), 
Education  Act,  1944) 

3  Laboratory  Services 

The  Pathologist’s  Clinic  at  Johnson  House  (each  Wednesday, 
2-4  p.m.),  instituted  in  1947  to  enable  patients  recommended  by 
Medical  Practitioners  to  be  examined,  and  specimens  taken  by 
the  County  Pathologist  to  the  County  Laboratory,  has  been 
continued  during  the  year. 

A  total  of  432  patients  attended,  as  compared  with  372  in  1949. 


7,161 

31 

19 


Footnote — ^Figures  in  brackets  relatei  to  the  preceding  year. 
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Section  V 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  The  water  supply  for  the  Urban  District  is  derived  from 
two  sources,  i.e.,  the  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  Urban  District 
water  undertaking  and  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company.  The  supply 
has  been  adequate  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  Twenty-six  samples 
were  submitted  for  examination.  All  were  satisfactory. 

(b)  During  the  year  piped  water  was  taken  to  a  further  five 
houses,  enabling  two  wells  to  be  done  away  with. 

In  those  cases  which  are  served  by  a  common  standpipe,  steps 
are  being  taken  to  ensure  a  piped  supply  within  the  house.  A  small 
number  of  houses  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

(a)  There  have  been  no  important  alterations  to  the  sewerage 
system  during  the  year,  but  cesspools  are  being  demolished  when 
found  and  the  premises  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 

(b)  Systematic  treatment  of  the  sewerage  system  against  rat  in¬ 
festation  was  carried  out  during  the  year  with  satisfactory  results. 
The  infestation  of  the  system  at  the  end  of  the  year  appeared  to  be 
small. 

3 .  Scavenging 

(a)  Refuse  collection  and  disposal  is  administered  by  the 
Engineer  and  Surveyor’s  Department.  Disposal  is  by  means  of 
tipping.  The  face  of  the  tip  is  treated  regularly  with  Gammexane 
spray  during  the  summer  season  to  reduce  fly  breeding. 

(b)  During  the  year  the  Council  carried  out  much  work  in 
connection  with  the  removal  of  rubbish  illicitly  dumped  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  public  on  open  spaces  throughout  the  town.  Although 
there  has  been  some  improvement  during  the  year,  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  a  number  of  townspeople  do  not  yet  realise  their 
personal  responsibility  in  helping  to  keep  the  town  clean  and 
healthy  and  fail  to  avail  themselves  of  the  services  provided  by 
the  Council  for  the  removal  of  abnormal  articles  which  from  time 
to  time  require  to  be  removed  from  a  household. 

4  School  Sanitation 

The  sanitary  accommodation  provided  is  generally  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 
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5.  Public  Conveniences 

The  public  conveniences  in  the  town  are  generally  maintained 
in  a  clean  and  sanitary  condition.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  washing 
facilities  are  not  provided  in  all  public  conveniences,  particularly 
in  view  of  the  emphasis  which  is  placed  in  all  hygiene  education 
on  the  washing  of  hands  after  using  a  toilet. 


6.  Public  Swimming  Baths 

The  Swimming  Baths  continue  to  be  enjoyed  by  large  numbers 
of  bathers. 

There  is  still  room  for  improvement  in  the  facilities  provided 
for  pre-cleansing  of  bathers  before  entering  the  swimming  pool. 


7,  Service  of  Notices  Requiring  the  Execution  of  Works  or 
the  Abatement  of  Nuisance 

(a)  512  informal  notices  served  (673)* 

(b)  133  statutory  notices  served  (58) 

(c)  493  informal  notices  complied  with  (692) 

(d)  93  statutory  notices  complied  with  (76) 


8.  Visits  made,  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during 
the  year  is  shown  in  Appendix  B. 


Footnote — ^Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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Section  VI 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  Milk  Supply 

(a)  The  following  are  the  details  of  registrations  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

(i)  Registered  milk  distributors  ...  ...  24 

(ii)  Distributors  licensed  to  deal  in  pasteurised 

milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

(iii)  Distributors  licensed  to  sell  sterilised  milk  11 

(iv)  Supplementary  licenses  for  the  sale  of 

tuberculin  tested  milk  ...  ...  4 

(b)  Examination  of  Milk  Supplies 

(i)  Twenty  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
or  other  prescribed  examination  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
Maidstone.  The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  results 
obtained  : — 


TABLE  VIII 


Designation 

No.  of 
Samples 

Result 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Ordinary  Milk  . . . 

3 

3 

, _ 

Pasteurised  and  Heat-treated  Milks 

17 

15 

2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  . 

• - 

• - 

* - 

TOTAL  ... 

20 

18 

2 

(c)  Examination  of  Washed  Milk  Bottles 

Twelve  washed  milk  bottles  procured  from  local  dairymen 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year. 
The  results  obtained,  with  two  exceptions,  indicated  that  a 
satisfactory  washing  technique  was  being  carried  out. 

The  public  should  be  aware  that  they  can  materially  assist  the 
dairymen  in  maintaining  high  hygienic  standards  by  rinsing  milk 
bottles  with  cold  water  after  the  contents  have  been  emptied. 

2.  Meat 

(i)  Three  hundred  and  eighty-five  visits  were  paid  to  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse,  East  Street,  Sittingbourne,  for 
the  purpose  of  meat  inspection. 

(ii)  The  agreed  maximum  daily  kill,  10  beasts,  50  smalls 
(sheep,  calves  and  pigs)  has  operated  quite  well  during  the  year. 

(iii)  The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
(6,541)  compares  with  the  total  slaughtered  in  1949  (6,495). 
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(iv)  A  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  of  ail  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year  has  been  maintained.  It  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasised  that  this  service  is  only  maintained  at  the  sacrifice  of 
the  Inspectors’  leisure  time,  involving  as  it  does  late  hours  of 
slaughtering,  Sunday  slaughtering  and  slaughtering  on  public  holi¬ 
days.  Such  a  state  of  affairs  can  only  in  the  long  run  be  detrimental 
to  the  Council  and  the  Officers  concerned,  and  some  means  should 
be  found,  either  by  regulation  of  hours  of  slaughtering  or  increased 
staff,  to  place  the  matter  on  a  satisfactory  basis. 

(v)  Minor  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  premises 
during  the  year.  The  position  remains  unsatisfactory  and  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  do  so  until  a  modern  abattoir  is  constructed  in  the  town  as 
the  present  premises  are  incapable  of  substantial  improvement  to 
secure  slaughtering  of  animals  and  their  inspection  under  favourable 
and  hygienic  conditions. 

(vi)  Table  IX  shows  the  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
together  with  the  numbers  affected  with  disease.  The  percentage 
of  animals  found  affected  with  tuberculosis  or  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  shows  very  little  change  from  that  of  previous  years. 


TABLE  IX 


Cattle, 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Total 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  Killed  . 

1503 

436 

252 

4130 

220 

6541 

Number  Inspected  . 

1503 

436 

252 

4130 

220 

6541 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned  . 

2 

1 

— 

15 

4 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

606 

234 

4 

176 

22 

1042 

Percentage  of  the  num- 

ber  inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 

1.5 

16.2 

than  tuberculosis  ... 

40.4 

53.8 

4.6 

11.8 

(16.5)* 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned  . 

11 

13 

2 

28 

Carcases  of  which  some 

L 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

176 

155 

13 

344 

Percentage  of  the  num- 

ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis  ... 

12.4 

38.5 

0.7 

6.8 

5.6 

(4.5)* 

Footnote— *Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(vii)  The  details  of  foodstuffs  of  all  types  condemned  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  Appendix  “A”. 

3.  Shellfish 

No  case  of  illness  attributable  to  shellfish  was  notified 
during  the  year.  The  Department  continually  keeps  the  position 
under  observation.  The  public  are  reminded  that  the  purchase  of 
shellfish  from  any  dealers  other  than  reputable  and  well  established 
firms,  involves  serious  risks  to  themselves. 


4.  Fish  Frying 

(i)  Eight  fish  frying  establishments  are  in  operation  in  the  area. 

(ii)  Twelve  visits  of  inspection  were  made  during  the  year. 


5.  Ice  Cream 


(i)  (a)  The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage  or  sale  of  ice  cream  are  : — 

Sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  69  (58)* 

Storage  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  4  (2) 

Manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  11  (12) 


(b)  The  number  of  applicants  requesting  registration  for  the 
sale  of  ice  cream  continues  to  increase.  Happily  the  majority  of 
the  applicants  sell  pre-packed  ice  cream  supplied  by  firms  of 
national  repute  and  little  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the 
supervision  of  this  type  of  premises. 


(ii)  Forty-four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for 
examination  by  the  Provisional  Modified  Methylene  Blue 
Reductase  Test,  with  the  following  results  : — 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


1950 

16  (36.3%) 
11  (25.0%) 
10  (22.7%) 
7  (15.9%) 


1949 

15  (25.8%) 
19  (32.7%) 
10  (17.2%) 
14  (24.1%) 


The  results  show  further  improvement  when  compared  with 
the  1948  and  1949  figures.  Thus,  61.3%  of  the  samples  attained 
Grades  I  and  II  compared  with  58.5%  in  1949  and  41.1%  in  1948, 
while  only  15.9%  were  in  the  lowest  grade  as  compared  with  24.1  % 
in  1949  and  44.0%  in  1948. 

Constant  skilled  supervision  is  still  necessary  to  ensure  the 
maintenance  of  the  highest  standard  of  hygiene  by  all  concerned 
in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 


6.  Bakehouses 

(i)  Eight  bakehouses  are  registered  and  in  operation  in  the 

area. 
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(ii)  During  the  year  much  more  bread  was  sold  pre-wrapped 
than  for  some  considerable  time  past. 

(iii)  It  is  regrettable  to  report  that  in  some  cases  proper  regard 
is  not  consistently  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  delivery  van.  As 
in  many  cases  the  delivery  van  is,  in  fact,  the  trader’s  shop  window 
it  would  appear  to  be  a  strange  omission.  It  has  been  noted  that 
the  task  of  keeping  vans  clean  could  be  considerably  eased  if  due 
regard  was  paid  to  design.  It  is  surprising  the  numbers  of  ledges, 
nooks  and  crannies,  which  are  dirt  traps,  which  exist  even  in  new 
vans.  It  would  appear  to  be  a  comparatively  simple  matter  to  alter 
the  design  so  as  to  eliminate  such  obstacles  to  easy  cleansing. 

7.  Restaurant  Kitchens 

(i)  The  number  of  restaurant  kitchens  (including  works 
canteens)  in  the  area  is  25. 

(ii)  Health  educational  work  has  continued  during  the  year. 
Progress  towards  a  full  appreciation  of  the  potential  risks  involved 
in  this  trade  is  being  made,  but  the  progress  does  appear  to  be 
slow.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  to  be  realised  that  the  cost  of  carry¬ 
ing  out  structural  improvements  and  the  provision  of  modern 
equipment  is  high  and  rapid  progress  cannot  be  achieved. 

8.  Public  Houses 

Generally  speaking,  public  houses  in  the  town  are  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  state.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  more  progress  is  being 
made  in  the  provision  of  proper  facilities  for  glass  washing  and  the 
improvement  of  sanitary  accommodation.  It  is  to  be  regretted, 
however,  that  sometimes  it  would  appear  that  some  customers  do 
not  appreciate  the  improved  facilities  provided  judging  by  the 
condition  in  which  some  conveniences  are  left  after  use. 

9.  Food  Preparing  Premises 

Twenty-one  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausage  and  preserved  foods.  Routine  inspection  has  revealed  that 
the  hygienic  standard  is  generally  satisfactory.  In  one  case  new 
premises  have  been  constructed.  The  owners  availed  themselves 
of  the  advice  and  experience  of  the  Department  and  a  really 
satisfactory  job  was  done  including  complete  fly-proofing  of  the 
premises. 

10.  Details  of  Inspections 

Shown  in  Appendix  “  B 

11.  Samples  Taken  by  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority 

By  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector,  Weights  and  Measures 
Department,  the  following  detail  of  samples  of  food  taken  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  Sittingbourne  and  Milton  are 
included  : — 


24 


Article 

No.  of 
Samples 

Apricot  Jam 

1 

Aspirin 

1 

Beef  Sausage 

1 

Beef  Suet 

1 

Bismuth  Mixture 

1 

Bitter  Beer 

3 

Blackcurrant  Jelly  Dessert 

1 

Blackcurrant  Pastilles 

1 

Blood  Mixture  ... 

1 

Borax  and  Honey 

1 

Brandy  Flavouring 

1 

Butter 

1 

Butter  Scotch 

1 

Castor  Oil 

1 

Cheese  Straws 

1 

Christmas  Pudding 

1 

Cocktail  Onions  ... 

1 

Coconut  Flavouring 

1 

Coffee 

1 

Compound  Balsam  of  Aniseed 

1 

Cough  Mixture  ... 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar  ... 

1 

Danish  Pork 

1 

Fish  Paste 

1 

Formamint  Tablets 

1 

Fruit  Cake 

1 

Gin 

2 

Honey 

1 

Ice  Cream 

4 

Lemonspred  Apple  Conserve  Lemon  Flavour 

1 

Linseed  and  Liquorice  Pastilles  ... 

1 

Meat  Pies 

2 

Milk  . 

31 

Mincemeat 

1 

Mixed  Pickling  Spice 

1 

Mixed  Spice 

2 

Non-Alcoholic  Ginger  Wine 

1 

Orange  Flavouring 

1 

Pork  Sausage 

1 

Powdered  Chocolate  Sweetened  ... 

1 

Reheumagic  Liniment 

1 

Rum  Flavouring 

1 

Sulphur  Ointment 

1 

Sweet  Pickle 

1 

Tincture  of  Iodine 

1 

Tomato  Ketchup 

1 

Whisky  ... 

1 

White  Pepper 

7 

L* 

Wild  Cherry  and  Chlorodyne  Pastilles  ... 

1 

Wintergreen  Cream 

1 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Cream 

1 

Zinc  Ointment 

1 

TOTAL  . . . 

91 

All  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 
following  : — 
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Lemonspred  Apple  Conserve  Lemon  Flavour.  Inferior. 


This  sample  was  from  old  stock.  The  matter  was  put  before 
the  Ministry  of  Food  and,  at  the  Ministry’s  request,  the  manufac¬ 
turers  agreed  to  re-name  the  article  “  Lemon  Sweet  Spread.” 

Milk.  Inferior.  1.7%  deficient  in  fat. 

Milk.  Inferior.  8.3%  deficient  in  fat. 

Further  samples  were  taken  and  found  genuine.  A  written 
caution  was  issued  in  the  latter  case. 
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Section  VII 


DISINFECTION,  DISINFESTATION  AND  RODENT 

CONTROL 

1.  Disinfection 

(i)  Ninety-six  rooms  at  72  premises  were  disinfected  on 
account  of  infectious  disease. 

(li)  All  library  books  found  at  premises  where  a  case  of 
notifiable  disease  has  occurred  are  disinfected  by  formaldehyde 
before  being  returned  to  circulation. 

(iii)  The  same  difficulties  were  experienced,  as  in  1949,  in 
connection  with  the  disinfection  of  infected  clothing  and  bedding 
at  Keycol  Hospital,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  van  for  the  con 
veyance  of  infected  articles  was  not  delivered  during  the  year. 
However,  the  van  was  received  in  April,  1951,  and  a  satisfactory 
service  is  now  operating. 


2.  Disinfestation 

(i)  The  following  tables  indicate  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year : — 

(a)  Bed  Bugs 

Infestations 
Premises  Rooms 


Council  Houses 

3 

7 

Other  Houses  . . . 

... 

27 

57 

Totals  ... 

30 

64 

Fleas 

Council  Houses 

. 

— 

— 

Other  Houses  . . . 

... 

4 

12 

Totals  ... 

4 

12 

Other  Insect  Pests 
(Ants,  Beetles  and  Flies) 

Council  Houses 

1 

1 

Other  Houses  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

11 

11 

Other  Premises 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

12 

12 

(ii)  In  addition  21  wasps’  nests  were  dealt  with.  The  usual 
anti-mosquito  measures  were  carried  out  in  the  static  water  tanks 
and  ponds. 


27 


(iii)  The  main  insecticides  used  during  the  year  were  5% 
D.D.T.  in  Kerosene  and  Gammexane. 

3.  Rodent  Control 

(i)  The  Council  employ  one  part-time  Rodent  Operator. 

(li)  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 


TABLE  X 


Complaints  of 
infestations 
Notified  by  Public 

Additional  infes¬ 
tations  found  on 
Survey 

Complaints  of 
infestations 
Ill-founded 

Complete 

treatments 

Treated  by 
Occupier 

Under  or  awaiting 

treatment 

i 

Estimated  killed 
by  Poisons 

By  Trapping 

_ _ _ _ — - 

Visits  made 

(including  routine 

Survey) 

Rats 

59 

24 

1 

83 

_ _ _ 

9 

701 

- 

2,706 

(62) 

(41) 

(5) 

(92) 

(-) 

(6) 

(537) 

(22) 

(2,625)* 

Mice 

64 

6 

- - - 

70 

— 

— 

— 

107 

(73)_ 

(3) 

(-) 

(76) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(55) 

* 

Totals 

123 

30 

1 

153 

— 

9 

701 

107 

2,706 

(iii)  Maintenance  treatments  of  the  Council’s  sewerage 
system  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  It  would  appear  from 
the  results  obtained  that  the  incidence  of  infestation  is  not  heavy. 

(iv)  It  has  to  be  pointed  out  that  many  cases  of  minor  rat 
infestation  occur  on  premises  where  hens  or  other  animals  are 
kept.  Occupiers  of  premises  of  this  type  would  do  much  to  help 
themselves  to  keep  clear  of  rodent  infestation  if  scrupulous  care 
was  observed  to  prevent  surplus  food  lying  about  the  run  and 
being  readily  available  as  an  attraction  for  rodents.  The  Depart¬ 
ment  is  always  willing  to  offer  advice  as  to  the  best  means  of  con¬ 
struction  of  poultry  houses  so  as  to  minimise  the  possibility  of 
infestation. 


Footnote. — *Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


Section  VIII 

HOUSING 

1.  Re-Housing 

(i)  During  the  year  it  was  found  possible  to  provide  housing 
accommodation  for  97  families,  as  follows  : — 

(a)  5  families  re-housed  in  existing  temporary  houses  (5). 

(b)  15  families  re-housed  in  pre-war  Council  houses  (4). 

(c)  69  families  re-housed  in  post-war  Council  houses  (59). 

(d)  8  families  re-housed  in  privately  owned  houses  by 

arrangement  with  the  owner’s  consent  (10). 

(ii)  In  addition,  temporary  accommodation  was  provided  for 
9  families  at  Kemsley  Hutments. 

(iii)  It  is  also  known  that  45  applicants  found  accommoda¬ 
tion  privately  and  2  applicants  were  re-housed  by  other 
Authorities. 

2  The  “  Live  ”  List  and  the  Accommodation  Required 

(i)  The  total  “live”  list  at  31st  December,  1950,  numbered 
585.  In  addition  there  were  401  applications  which,  in  accordance 
with  the  Council’s  resolution,  could  not  be  considered  during  the 
year.  Thus,  the  grand  total  of  all  applicants  at  31st  December, 
1950,  was  986. 

(ii)  An  analysis  of  the  585  “  live  ”  applications  on  the 
housing  list  is  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Applicants  living  and  working  outside 


Sittingbourne 

44 

(59) 

(b)  Single  Applicants 

7 

(15) 

(c)  Applicants  who  are  tenants  of  houses 
within  the  Urban  District . 

126 

(146) 

(d)  Applicants  who  are  tenants  of  houses 
outside  the  Urban  District 

54 

(48) 

(e)  Applicants  who  reside  outside  Sitting- 
bourne,  but  work  within  the 
Urban  District  . 

46 

(49) 

(f)  Applicants  residing  in  lodgings  where 
families  reside  outside  the  Urban 
District  . 

3 

(3) 

(g)  Applicants  living  in  rooms  as  sub¬ 
tenants  or  lodgers  within  the 
Urban  District  . 

305 

(389) 

TOTAL  ... 

585 

Footnote—’ ^Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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(iii)  The  585  applications  were  also  analysed  in  terms  of 
family  units,  as  follows  : — 


Single  Applicants 


Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 
Man  and  Wife 


and  1  Child  ... 
and  2  Children 
and  3  Children 
and  4  Children 
and  5  Children 
and  6  Children 
and  7  Children 
and  8  Children 
and  11  Children 


7 

(  15) 

124 

(169) 

231 

(278) 

138 

(154) 

42 

(  46) 

14 

(  14) 

18 

(  21) 

6 

(  7) 

2 

(  2) 

2 

(  2) 

1 

(  1) 

(iv)  The  main  problem,  as  indicated  in  the  above  analysis, 
continues  to  be  one  of  providing  housing  accommodation  for  a 
large  number  of  family  units.  The  number  of  families  who  could 
quite  well  be  housed  in  a  two-bedroomed  accommodation  total 
500  or  85.4%  of  the  total  “  live  ”  list.  This  latter  percentage 
compares  with  similar  surveys  in  December,  1949,  1948  and  1947, 
of  65.1%  and  73.4%. 


(v)  Although  the  main  problem  is  as  outlined  in  para,  iv., 
the  position  of  those  families  with  4  or  more  children  must  not 
be  lost  sight  of.  The  Council  must  give  the  most  serious  con¬ 
sideration  to  the  erection  of  a  number  of  larger  type  houses, 
bearing  in  mind  that  there  are  only  12  4-bedroomed  houses  in  the 
Council’s  ownership. 


(vi)  A  proper  appreciation  of  the  true  housing  position 
cannot  be  ascertained  until  an  evaluation  of  the  whole  of  the 
existing  accommodation  is  obtained.  With  the  available  staff  this 
cannot  be  carried  out.  Nevertheless,  it  cannot  be  too  strongly 
emphasised  that  a  long-term  housing  policy  cannot  be  formulated 
without  it. 


3.  Rent  and  the  Family  Budget 

(i)  The  following  table  indicates  the  result  of  the  analysis 
of  family  income,  carried  out  on  the  585  applicants  on  the  “  live  ” 
list  : — 


Footnote — ^Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 
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TABLE  XI 


Totals 

• 

^  <N  ^ 

585 

Income 

not 

Stated 

— <  CO  C4  ^  1  <n!  I  |  1  1 

£8  and 
over 

1  O  °  Tj-  n  i  i  1  1 

oo 

CO 

£7  to 
£8 

.. 

’ 

1  ^  H  H 1  CS  1— 1 ^  1 

c- 

WO 

£6  to 
£7 

1  oo  oo  ^  wo  ■'T  i’— i  1 

CM  co  ’  1 

158 

£5  to 
£6 

co  cf  O  — i  MO  ro  C\  CM  1  1 

WO  O  WO 

y—*>i 

239 

£4.10.0 
to  £5 

CO  WO  — <  CM  — H  |  1  1  ^ 

’-1  CM  *-i 

58 

£4  to 
£4.10.0 

1  <n  wo  VO  1  1  1  i  l  1  1 

rf- 

£3.10.0 
to  £4 

1  -H  1  1  l  l  1  l  i  1 

v—i 

£3  to 
£3.10.0 

l  — <  l  l  i  l  l  l  1  I  I 

▼"H 

£2.10.0 
to  £3 

l  l  ^  *-*  1  1  I  1  1  i  I 

<N 

£2  to 
£2.10.0 

1  1  PH  ~  1  1  1  1  1  |  | 

CM 

Under 

£2 

i  cm  cm  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i 

tJ- 

Details 

TV 

' 

Single 

Man  and 

Wife 

Man,  Wife 
and  one 

Child 

Man,  Wife 
and  two 
Children  ... 

Man,  Wife 
and  three 
Children  ... 

Man,  Wife 
and  four 
Children  ... 

Man,  Wife 
and  five 
Children  ... 

Man,  Wife 
and  six  . 
Children  ... 

Man,  Wife 
and  seven 
Children  ... 

Man,  Wife 
and  eight 
Children  ... 

Man,  Wife 
and  eleven 
Children  ... 

Totals 
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(ii)  If  it  is  assumed  that  a  reasonable  proportion  of  the 
family’s  income  to  expend  on  rent  is  one-sixth  and  that  the  rent 
of  a  post-war  house  is  25/-  inclusive,  it  will  be  noted  that  479  or 
83.6%  of  the  applicants  (i.e.  those  earning  less  than  £7  10s.  per 
week)  cannot  afford  the  prevailing  rents,  without  sacrifice  of  some 
essential  commodity.  The  corresponding  figure  in  1949  was 
86.1%,  and  in  1948  90%.  The  position  as  outlined  calls  for  the 
most  energetic  measures  to  be  taken  to  reduce,  if  possible,  the 
building  costs  so  that  the  rental  of  the  completed  houses  may  be 
commensurate  with  the  wage  earned. 

(iii)  During  the  year  a  few  more  unfit  houses  were  eradicated. 
The  steps  so  far  taken  merely  touch  the  fringe  of  the  problem.  The 
condition  of  many  houses  in  the  district  continues  to  deteriorate 
and  the  position  is  viewed  with  alarm  by  the  Department.  Repair 
and  maintenance,  let  alone  improvement,  cannot  satisfactorily  be 
maintained  unless  the  disparity  between  rentals  and  the  cost  of 
repairs  is  materially  adjusted.  The  present  position  can  only  lead 
to  still  further  deterioration,  and  unless  the  problem  is  quickly 
tackled  there  are  likely  to  be  serious  social  repercussions. 

4.  Inspections 

The  number  and  character  of  inspections  carried  out  in 
connection  with  housing  is  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the 

year  for  housing  defects 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidation  Regulations  ... 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 
health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . 

(d)  Number  of  houses  found  defective  in  some 

essential  particular 

(e)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without 

service  of  formal  notice  .  493  (692) 

(f)  Reinspections  of  houses  .  2,350  (3,001) 

(g)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(i)  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  .  ...  1  ( — ) 

(ii)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  133  (58) 

Footnote— ^Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  the  preceding  year. 


512  (687) 


* 


55  (75) 


21  (21) 


512  (673) 
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(iii)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  8 

(iv)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(h)  New  Houses  : — 

(i)  Total  number  erected  by  Local 

Authority  during  year  ...  ...  90 

(ii)  Total  number  erected  by  Private 

Persons  during  year  ...  ...  ...  7 

(iii)  Total  number  of  War  Destroyed  Houses 

re-built  during  year  ...  ...  ...  2 


(-) 


(55) 
(14) 
(— ) 


5.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

(i)  One  common  lodging  house  is  registered,  the  accommo¬ 
dation  available  being  30  beds. 

(ii)  The  premises  are  managed  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

(iii)  A  considerable  falling  off  in  the  numbers  using  the 
accommodation  provided  has  been  noted  during  the  year. 
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Section  IX 


FACTORY  ADMINISTRATION 

1.  Factories  Act,  1937 

(i)  Number  of  Factories  on  Register  : — 

(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  47 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  12 

(c)  Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  Inspections  : — 

(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  55 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  21 

(c)  Other  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(iii)  Number  of  Written  Notices  : — 

(a)  Factories  (Mechanical  Power) 

(b)  Factories  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  — 

(iv)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  : — 


Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  .. 

— • 

— 

— 

I 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S'. 7)  . 

(a)  insufficient  . 

— 

_ _ 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  relating 

1 

1 

to  Outwork)  . 

Totals 

2 

2 

— 

— 
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APPENDIX  I 


RAINFALL 


Month  Rainfall  (inches) 


1948 

1949 

1950 

January 

3.61 

1.37 

2.00 

February 

1.75 

1.22 

4.49 

March 

.87 

.80 

.71 

April 

1.71 

1.50 

2.16 

May 

1.81 

1.86 

1.99 

June 

3.27 

.76 

1.06 

July 

1.62 

.42 

2.32 

August 

2.66 

.52 

2.38 

September 

1.59 

1.81 

2.11 

October 

1.53 

6.86 

.20 

November 

1.50 

3.37 

5.45 

December 

3.42 

1.56 

2.33 

Total  Rainfall 

25.34 

22.05 

27.20 
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APENDIX  “  A  ” 


lbs. 

10  Cattle  (excluding  Cows) 

Generalised  Tuberculosis  ... 

5,149 

13  Cows 

Ditto 

7,475 

1  Cattle  (excluding  Cows) 

Oedema — Fracture 

424 

1  Cattle  (excluding  Cows) 

Miliary  T.B. 

377 

1  Cattle  (excluding  Cows) 

Emaciation 

208 

1  Cow 

Mastitis,  Oedema  and  Tuber- 

cular  Emaciation 

308 

31  Portions  of  Cattle 

Local  ise  d  T u  bercu  1  o  s  i  s 

3,667 

2  Portions  of  Cattle 

Oedema 

25 

4  Portions  of  Cattle 

Fracture 

53 

2  Portions  of  Cattle 

Bruising — Serious  Infiltration 

68 

2  Portions  of  Cattle 

Abscess 

24 

1  Portion  of  Cattle 

Tumour 

8 

1  Calf  . 

Congenital  Tuberculosis  and 

General  Oedema 

38 

1  Calf  . 

Generalised  Tuberculosis  ... 

60 

4  Sheep 

Oedema 

142 

1  Sheep 

Oedema  —  Peripheral  Abs- 

cesses 

26 

1  Sheep 

Pyemia 

76 

2  Sheep 

Emaciation 

49 

2  Sheep 

Fevered 

94 

1  Sheep 

Toxaemia 

56 

2  Sheep 

Moribund 

81 

1  Sheep 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

27 

1  Sheep 

Decomposition 

53 

3  Portions  of  Sheep 

Oedema 

16 

2  Portions  of  Sheep 

Abscess 

41 

3  Portions  of  Sheep 

Injuries 

21 

3  Portions  of  Sheep 

Fracture 

17 

1  Portion  of  Sheep 

Malformation 

2 

1  Pig  . 

Peritonitis,  Blood  Poisoning 

and  Fevered 

194 

1  Pig  . 

Multiple  Abscesses  ...  ... 

55 

1  Pig  . 

Miliary  Tuberculosis 

44 

1  Pig  . 

Generalised  Tuberculosis  ... 

166 

1  Pig  . 

Swine  Erysipelas 

127 

1  Pig  . 

Moribund 

180 

10  Portions  of  Pig 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

153 

6  Portions  of  Pig 

Fracture 

42 

1  Portion  of  Pig 

Severe  bruising  caused  by 

fracture 

9 

2  Portions  of  Pig 

Injury 

16 

Edible  Offal 

28,168! 

Other  Meat 

353| 

Fresh  Fish 

378 

6  No.  Chicken  ... 

23 

Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs  : 

including  canned  Milk, 

Meat,  Fruit,  Vegetables, 

Fish,  Eggs,  Jams,  etc. 

2,246 

Total  lbs. 

50,740J 

(62.476!)* 

TOTAL  — *  22  Tons  13  Cwt.  0  Qrs.  4f  lbs,. 
_ _ (27  Tons  17  Cwt.  3  Qrs.  8!  lbs.) 


Footnote — *Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  preceding  year. 
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APPENDIX  “  B  ” 

DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Inspections  of  Houses  Inspections 

No.  Off  houses  inspected  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

First  Inspections — not  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  512 

No.  of  Houses  reinspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2350 

Nio.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  (S.  5  Housing  Act)  ...  55 

No.  of  premises  (other  than  houses  and  not  mentioned  below) 

inspected  for  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

—  2935 

Premises 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Cinemas  and  Amusement  Places  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Fresh  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Fried  fish  and  chip  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fruit  and  vegetable  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Ice-cream^  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Markets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..,  32 

Milk  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  to  examine  foodstuffs  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

Provision  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Public  conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Public  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Restaurants  and  restaurant  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Shops  (under  Shops  Act)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Shops  (Reinspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Slaughter-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  385 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Static  water  tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Swimming  baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Systematic  inspections  of  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  courses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

- 1312 

Rat  Infestation 

Houses  inspected  (first  inspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Houses  inspected  (reinspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Other  premises  (first  inspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  premises  (reinspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

-  126 

Enquiries  or  Visits 

Contractors  or  owners  interviewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Contacts  of  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notifiable  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Other  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 
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Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Rent  Restriction  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Office  Interviews  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2248 

Kemsley  Camp  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Housing  Management  Enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  372 

Lectures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Port  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

-  3121 

Food  and  Drugs  and  Other  Sampling 

Samples  of  Milk  Bottles  for  Bacteriological  Examination  ...  12 

Samples  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Samples  of  Swimming  Bath  Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Samples  of  Water  obtained — Bacteriological  Examination  ...  26 

Samples  of  Water  obtained — Chemical  Examination  ...  1 

Samples  of  Milk  obtained,  Bacteriological  ...  ...  ...  20 

Miscellaneous  Bacteriological  specimens  ...  ...  ...  8 

—  113 

Factories 

Factories  with  mechanical  power — Bakehouses  ...  ...  11 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  44 

Factories  without  mechanical  power — Bakehouses  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  ...  18 

-  76 

TOTAL .  7683 

*(8618) 


Footnote. — *Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  preceding  year. 
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APPENDIX  “C” 

NUISANCES— NUMBER  AND  CHARACTER  DEALT  WITH 

WORKS  EXECUTED 


Shops  Act  Totals 

Lighting  provided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sanitary  Conveniences  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Washing  facilities  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Washing  facilities  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Yard  cleaned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hot  water  geyser  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Store  rooms  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

General  re-decorating  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

- 21 

Houses 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Ashbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Brickwork  of  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Doors  and  frames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Grates  or  Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  52 

Inside  plastering  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Miscellaneous  repairs  and  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  20 

Outside  plastering  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Rain  water  pipes  or  gutters  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  41 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Walls  or  ceilings  cleansed  and  redecorated  ...  ...  ...  1 

Washing  coppers  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  14 

Water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Water  taps  or  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Window  cords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Window  sashes  or  frames  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  36 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

- 691 

Drainage 

Drains  tested,  smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Drains  tested,  chemical  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Drains  tested,  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Drains  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Drains  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Gullies  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Inspection  or  Interception  chambers  provided  ...  ...  27 

Inspection  or  Interception  chambers  repaired  ...  ...  12 

New  drains  constructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  4 

Sinks  trapped  or  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  8 

-  267 

Water-Closets 

Flushing  apparatus  provided  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  ...  ...  ...  •••  81 

39 


Miscellaneous  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

New  pans  and  traps  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

W.C.’s  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

- 317 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  Fleas  and  Other  Insects 

No.  of  Council  Houses  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  of  Other  Houses  infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

- 46 

Food  Shops,  Kitchens,  and  Premises  used  for  Preparation  or 
Manufacture  of  Preserved  Foods 

Communicating  W.C.'s  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cleanliness  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Lighting  or  ventilation  improved  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  repairs  ,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Storage  arrangements  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Washing-up  sinks  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  supply  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

-  11 


TOTAL .  1353 

*(1408) 


Footnote. — *Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  preceding  year. 
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